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Northern Ireland Farming Facts

• 1.07 million hectares  farmed - 78.7% of NI land 
area

• 70% is Less Favoured Area

• 27,500 farms

• Average size - 37.4 Hectares

• 50,000 people employed 
(full & part time)



Northern Ireland Farming Facts

• Vital role in Northern Ireland economy

• Total processed sales worth £2.4bn 

• 400 food processing businesses 

• 18,000 employees

• 62% of food sales to external markets



Northern Ireland Farm Sector Output
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Northern Ireland Farming Facts

• Farming families are under threat                          
• In past 21 years ς32% decline in full time farmers

• The 2007 Red Meat Task Force report estimated 
that NI Beef and Sheep Production was making an 
annual loss of £260 Million

• In past 10 years Cattle and Sheep numbers have declined by 
30%.

• Average Farm Business Income on SDA (LFA) farms is 18% 
lower than that of lowland Farms



MAJOR ISSUES

• Return from the food chain / profitability

• Paperwork

• Weather  /Climate change

• Animal disease

• Public and political apathy

• Uncertainty 
• LFA Review

• WTO



FARMING & THE ENVIRONMENT 

• Agriculture is a major land user and is dependent 
on the environment

• Farmers are already involved in protecting & 

improving the environment 

• All sectors must play their part in working towards a 

better environment

• Joined ςUp Government needed to deliver



What are farmers doing for the 

environment?
Adhering to legislation / Cross Compliance Measures

Agri-Environment Schemes
13,000 participating in agri-environment schemes

– 45% of NI farmland

– DARD aims to have 18,000 participating by 2013

– To date:

• Over 4820 ha managed for breeding waders

• 2040 km hedgerows restored

• 1460 km grass margins managed for wildlife

• 566,500 native trees planted



What are farmers doing for the 

environment?

• Farm Nutrient Management Scheme

–Over £200 million invested in 

manure storage facilities

• Farm quality assurance schemes

• Voluntary Initiative for Pesticides



What are farmers doing for the 

environment?

• Individual Initiatives e.g. biofiltration, renewable 
energy projects

• Participation in Research Projects e.g. River 
Blackwater, Ballinderry



Environmental Strategy for NI

• Standards to be attained must be realistic and 
achievable

• Measures adopted must be based on sound science

• Agriculture must be assisted to reach targets
– Costs to industry  - Education

– competitiveness - Time to adapt

• Carrot v stick approach

• Partnership Approach



óFarmers have an environmental 

responsibilityô

UFU accepts that farmers have an environmental 

responsibility

BUT

Must be a balance between improving the environment and 

keeping farming families on the land

A sustainable future 

for all


