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What is the Challenge for

FEuropeos rur al ar A

. To preserve and enhance the diversity of
culture, nature, scenery, access, food
and other products Iin the rural areas

~ To maintain and enhance the man-
managed environment for the future

. To sustain and provide benefits for the
urban population i including
environmental resources, food and
materials



What are the principal arenas for
Biodiversity policy and action?

_ Climate change
. Landscape & Ecosystem services
. Protected sites and species (incl. Non-

native invasive species)
_Agriculture
~ Water and wetlands
. Woods and forestry
~Towns, cCl til es
._Coasts and seas




Halting biodiversity loss in

England by 20107

NStop the roto (pr oft
threatened species and habitats):
/Red

AProtect the besto |(
our finest wildlife sites) : Terrestrial -
Green , Marine 1 /Red

NARestore the resto |
biodiversity) : /Red






Key drivers of land use for
arming and fore

. Competition from other land uses

_ Climate Change

. Changing European & global policies

. Market volatility (e.g. Inputs & Outputs)
. Technological changes

~ Changes In consumer trends

~ Personal and family circumstances




Public Benefits that taxpayers
could derive from rural areas

Protection, maintenance and enhancement of environmental
resources and ecosystem services

Sustainable provision of safe healthy traceable human food
Wildlife conservation and biodiversity gain

Conservation of historic environment and cultural heritage
Maintenance and enhancement of landscape quality and character

Genetic conservation of livestock breeds and plant species &
varieties

Improving public access and local community involvement
Il_anderpinning leisure, rural prosperity, public health and quality of
ife

Local rural employment and keeping traditional skills alive

Flood management, climate change mitigation and carbon storage
High standards of animal health & welfare

Minimisation of all input and output miles/kilometres

Maximisation of local self-sufficiency




Ed



Securing our Common Future
through Sustainable Management

Ecosystem Goods & Services:

. Provisioning services (e.g. Food, fresh water,
biomass, fibre, genetic resources, etc.)

. Regulating services (e. g. Regulation of climate, water
& disease; water purification, pollination, etc.)

. Cultural services (e.g. Aesthetic, spiritual, educational,
recreational, inspirational, intrinsic, etc.)

IV. Supporting services (e.g. Soil formation and nutrient
cycling).

More emphasis needed on land management SYSTEMS
I not only FEATURES (e.g. Habitats and species).




What do reasonable taxpayers
expect ?

Freedom of choice when acquiring products/services
Open market competition and attractive prices

All taxes as few in number and as low as possible (!)
Elimination of ongoing subsidies

Effective regulation and comprehensive cross-
compliance to provide real sustainability

Support funding related to genuine need and which
recognises economies of scale

Payments proportionate to
Efficient balance between incentives, advice and regs.




Who should contribute to
sustainable rural land use ?

~ Consumers
_Visitors and other users of rural areas
_ Producers and landowners

_Intermediaries in output and input supply
chains

~ Residents (domestic and business)

. Beneficiaries of availability of clean water,
fresh air, carbon storage, access and other
Public Benefits.
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Changing European and national
policies and economies

. CAP Health Check, EU budget review
and EU further enlargement

- WTO negotiations

~ Economy, society and environment

_ Public spending priorities (e.g. health,
education, defence, law & order,
employment, transport, banks (!), etc.)

. 0Securitieso (e.g.




How to impress the taxpayer ?

Link all support directly to public benefits delivery
Provide multifunctionality and diversity

Demonstrate sustainability and a sense of localness
Promote distinctiveness and differentiation

Mitigate and adapt for climate change

Encourage market recognition of public goods and
services

Reconnect urban populations with rural areas
Enhance community structures in rural areas
Wean off from the current fossil fuel dependency




Reconnecting the taxpayer with
sustainable rural land use ?

Education and information

Integrate public sector support programmes
(e.g. RDPE)

Support holistic land management systems
(e.g. Mixed farming, rotations, extensive
suckler cattle grazing, zero carbon, etc.)

Shift emphasis to 0co|s
Onet 1 ncome foregonedol

Demonstrate best value 7 continually (!)



Istening

Thank you for |










