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Norway ðwilderness or é.?

Åonly 3% of the total 

land area is arable 

land

Åstill the main part of 

the landscape has 

been influenced by 

traditional 

agriculture i.e. 

husbandary



Grazed forests



Tarva, Bjugn kommune. Foto: B. Bele

Coastal heathlands



Isles and seashores, 
grazed or mown



Mountains   
Summer farms





Agriculture has shaped the 

Norwegian landscape



The nature conservation idea

Åshaped in North 

America for a 

landscape with 

another history

Åstill, Norwegian nature 

conservation has been 

most focused on 

wilderness



Protected areas 
have mostly óbeen left for free 

developmentó



Virgin forests 
important to preserve!

However, many of them are not virgin.



Management plans 

for protected areas during the last few years



Nature Conservation

In Norway cultural landscapes and semi-

natural habitats were first payed attention

in the 1980s
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Especially valuable areas

ÅNational survey of 

valuable cultural 

landscapes 1992-

1994

ÅMapping of habitats 

important for 

biodiversity 2003-

2010



Agricultural and environmental authorities

- good collaboration
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